What Chicagoland needs right now is a second Burnham Plan: a bold,
yet achievable, vision that leverages our current legacy infrastructure and
strategic investments to dramatically enhance our passenger rail
network. More than just a vision, we need a road map that tells us where
we want to be, where we need to go, and how we can get there.

Following the publishing of our 2034sight Plan in 2023, we've revisited
the concept and created a new alternafive called the CRCL Plan. Like the
2034sight Plan, this regional rail vision for Chicagoland creates a six-line
network with over 140 stations by strategically connecting Metra's
downtown terminals; unlike 2034sight, however, the CRCL Plan makes
these connections with only half as much tunneling as the 2034sight
Plan, creating a more economical option to #BuildTheTunnel.

The crux of these two regional rail visions is an entirely new mode of
transit for Chicagoland: CrossTowners, a new type of train that's sleek,
reliable, environmentally-friendly, and able to run quickly and efficiently
all day long. CrossTowners complement - not compete with — our current
rapid transit, commuter rail, and long-distance train services to serve as
the nexus of a single, cohesive, seamless transit network for all of
Chicagoland.
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Our current commuter rail system is very good at bringing riders from the entire region all the way to the Loop’s doorstep... and kicking them all out right at
the edge of the Loop to fend for themselves to either walk or roll to their final destination, or figure out a challenging connection to the next leg of their transit
trip. As a result, Metra is primarily seen exclusively as a suburbs-to-downtown service provider, and Chicagoland is at a loss for fast and frequent
community-to-community trips beyond the reach of the existing CTA ‘L’ network. The solution is a new way of operating our existing commuter rail system
called “regional rail”. More than simply “running more trains”, a regional rail network provides an innovative, cost-effective way to make our rail transit
network operate far more efficiently and serving a much wider rider base than the traditional commuter model, with demonstrable benefits that reach every

corner of the region by connecting our downtown rail terminals together to allow trains to operate not 0n=y to but through the urban core, creating an overlay a
new network of train service on our existing infrastructure. Known by different names in different parts of the world including “S-Bahn” in central Europe, or

“Réseau express” in the Francosphere, and more recently “Crossrail” in the United Kingdom, here in Chicagoland we can call them “CrossTowners".

CrossTowners

"Regional Rail" transit service on existing

railroads throughout the city and suburbs.

Service operates all day long with single-
seat trips to and through downtown.

Metropolitan Rail

More "traditional” suburban rail service, but
with higher speeds, simplified stopping
patterns, and more consistent schedules

serving riders all day — and all week - long.

Rapid Transit

High-frequency, high-capacity elevated and
subway frains connecting the Loop and the
neighborhoods of the City of Chicago 24
hours a day.

These service paradigms, supplemented by the Midwest's network of long-distance and state-sponsored passenger trains centered around Chicago Union
Station, would create a robust network of fast and frequent train service throughout Chicagoland by fully leveraging our region's existing strengths as the
railroad hub of the United States. By maximizing the efficiency of our existing rail network rather than trying to build an entire network from scratch, we have
the ability to make major strides in our region's environmental and economic sustainabilit gfoals with a particular focus on serving historically-underserved
areas for a fraction of the cost of building a new network from scratch. The CRCL Plan calls for a three-phase process to make this vision a reality:

P H A S E I P H A S E I 1
Chicago Union Station

Upgrade the existing thru tracks at Chicago
Union Station to provide for fast and frequent
CrossTowner service along the Chicago

P H A S E I 11
#BuildTheTunnel

Build a new West Loop connection to expand
Chicago Union Station's connectivity to
Ogilvie Transportation Center, the 'L', and

A-2 Interlocking

Upgrade Metra's busy A-2 Interlocking near
Western Avenue to reduce or eliminate
most existing train congestion conflicts and

create a Fulton Market "Superstation" for River, including Rock Island connections, bef'/ond by connecting the Metra Electric to
transfers and connections. without adding to existing train congestion. the Union Pacific North/Northwest lines.
y ; P Rock Island (RI)-Chicago Union Clinton-Roosevelt Connector Line
A-2 Interlocking Modernization Station (CUSS Connector )’ (CRCL)
: St. Charles Air Line (SCAL) Ramp
Fulton Market Superstation Flyover See other side for project details

» Additional Projects and Initiatives
) Unified Wayfinding Initiative

Unique station names, consistent line naming schemes, simplified signage, and more

) Peripheral Pulse Bus Routes

Circumferential, timed-transfer, limited-stop bus routes to make line-to-line connections

Infill Stations and Service Extensions
Limited line extensions and new infill stations to maximize intermodal connections

X7/X8 CrossTowner Shuttles

Suburban branch shuttle service to preserve headways without sacrificing frequency
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A New Plan for Regional Rail in Chicagoland

April 2025
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Metropolitan
Rail

Suburban service
serving the collar
counties

CrossTowner service
allows rail service
between downtown
and the outer suburbs
to make fewer stops
witth more cortltsistent
stopping patterns,
whichpgecgegses travel
times and increases
service frequency.

CrossTowners

All-day Regional
Rail for
Chicagoland

The core six
CrossTowner lines
each operate every
half hour from early

morning to late
evening, relying on
thru-running and
interlining
(overlapping) services
to provide Rapid
Transit-style service
levels throughout the
city.

Rapid
Transit

High-frequency
subway and
elevated trains

CrossTowners allow
Chicagoland to
dramatically expand
the reach of our Rapid
Transit network,
leveraging existing
heavy-rail
infrastructure to serve
many parts of the city
and inner suburbs
beyond the reach of 'L'
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Metropolitan Rail continues
to Aurora

This document should not be considered more than a draft
proposal for discussion purposes only. 2034sight is a
priva;t:,'rersonal effort. Neither STAR:LINE Chicago nor
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For official plans and current official systemwide maps from
Cumberland Circle the Regional Transportation visit rtachicago.com.

tJ Hubbard Woods
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CRCL Plan

A REGIONAL RAIL VISION
FOR CHICAGOLAND

April 2025 Update

Learn more at
yard-social.com/CrossTowners

Join the conversation on social media:
@StarLineChicago.bsky.social
#CRCLPIan - #BuildTheTunnel
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Metropolitan Rail continues
to Elgin, Huntley, and Rockford

Phase llI

Clinton-Roosevelt Connector Line
(CRCL)

The keystone of the CRCL Plan, a new tunnel
would connect the Metra Electric with the Union
Pacific North and Union Pacific Northwest lines.

Unlike the initial iteration of the 2034sight Plan, the
Clinton-Roosevelt Connector Line would create a
single regional rail hub at Union Station by
connecting the Metra Electric line to the Union
Pacific North and Northwest lines via a new
subway under Roosevelt Road and Clinton Street.
While this version of the tunnel does not create any
new connections for River North or Streeterville,
the Clinton-Roosevelt Connector would have a new
direct connection to 'L’ frains at the existing

Roosevelt station and only requires four new
underground stations. The CRCL provides the

rg to interline service, tying ttlyiqether the
ross Towner routes to provi
Transit-style frequencies through downtown.

#BuildTheTunnel
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Metropolitan Rail continues

to Elburn and DeKalb
A-2 Interlocking

Phase I Modernization

Reconstructing the A-2 Interchange, combined with some
reroutings and changing yard assignments, will ?reuﬂy
reduce conflicts at this chokepoint. This pro’iec also
includes a new "sul;;erstation” in Chicago's Fulton Market
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Metropolitan Rail
continues to Joliet

35th/
"Lou" Jones

To avoid CrossTowner conflicts with arriving and
depanin? trains in the South Concourse, the existing
ramp to the St. Charles Air Line (SCAL) bridge would

be repurposed with a new ramp along the Chicago
River and tie into the RI-CUS Connector with a flying
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service at a fraction of Jjunction at the western portal to connect regional rail
the cost of new lines or trains from the BNSF Rmfwuy to the new platform. LLLL 59th (University
extensions. of Chicago)

Map Legend

CrossTowner line
Lo | and station

= Special events only
Metropolitan Rail line

< yiith continuing
service (non-transfer
stations not shown)

Transfer Stations
CrossTowner line
Metropolitan Rail line

] Direct connection to
existing Rapid Transit

1
m 67th/Dorchester

/ J 1] Stony Island

Jeffery Blvd
°]° (Bryn Mawr)

L) L South Shore

As an altenative option to using the St. Charles
Air Line (SCAL), the RI-CUS Connector would
connect the Metra Rock Island line to the South
Concourse of Chicago Union Station via a new
tunnel under the Chicago River near Roosevelt
Road. With open-cut approaches and
repurposing the historic Union Station Power
House as a ventilation plant, diesel operations
would be feasible for Amtrak service.
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