What Chicagoland needs right now is a second Burnham Plan: a bold,
yet achievable, vision that leverages our current legacy infrastructure and
strategic investments to dramatically enhance our passenger rail
network. More than just a vision, we need a road map that tells us where
we want to be, where we need to go, and how we can get there.

The 2034sight Plan, and its more recent CRCL Plan update, detail an
ambitious - but attainable — capital plan to use our region's existing rail
infrastructure combined with strategic investments to create a modern
network of clean, safe, reliable, and frequent passenger rail service
throughout Chicagoland called CrossTowners, a hybrid of our existing
passenger rail operations to better serve the region by creating three
distinct tiers of service to streamline operations and efficiently expand
the reach of our existing network.

CrossTowners are "regional rail", a new type of operating paradigm that
focuses on aII-dafy service to and thru downtown using sleek, reliable,
environmentally-friendly trains able to run quickly and efficiently.
CrossTowners complement - not compete with -- our current rapid
transit, commuter rail, and long-distance train services to serve as the
nexus of a single, cohesive, seamless transit network for all of
Chicagoland.
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Urbanists often discuss the "missing middle" of the housing market, where our current regulatory and financial systems do not produce any new residential
units that aren't either single-family housing or large-scale apartment buildings or condominiums, which affects both the affordability and walkability of our
communities. In a similar vein, our current regional transit system is built for high-frequency, high-capacity Rapid Transit train service in the urban core and
sprawling Metropolitan Rail designed primarily to bring suburban workers into downtown in the morning and back out to the suburbs in the evening. This
creates a "missing middle" of regional transit, where Chicago-area residents in the inner suburbs and more far-flung parts of the city proper lack sufficient rail
access: Rapid Transit trips are too far away and require longer travel times, but Metropolitan Rail frips are too infrequent to use any time outside of the

weekday peak. Improving rail transit service to these areas required either expensive, cost-prohibitive Rapid Transit extensions or additional Metropolitan
Rail stops that lengthen travel times for most riders while maintaining low frequencies that are only usable for "traditional" commutes to and from downtown.

CrossTowners, also known as "regional rail", serve as a hybrid option to better utilize our Metropolitan Rail infrastructure on service that more closely
resembles Rapid Transit by connecting our Metropolitan Rail lines through the heart of downtown. CrossTowners would use smaller, more efficient trains
better suited for more frequent all-day operations serving more closely- spaced stations compared to existing Metro?olltan Rail trains, which are designed for
higher capacities and higher-speed operations with fewer stops, all at a far lower cost than extending Rapid Transit lines further away from the urban core.
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Rapid Transit

"Regional Rail" transit service on existing Hi%h-frequency, high-capacity elevated and

railroads throughout the city and suburbs. subway frains connecting the Loop and the

Service operates all day long with single- neighborhoods of the City of Chicago 24
seat trips to and through downtown. hours a day.

More "traditional" suburban rail service, but
with higher speeds, simplified stopping
patterns, and more consistent schedules

serving riders all day — and all week —- long.

Intercity Rail (Amtrak)
Metropolitan Rail

CrossTowners allow for a more efficient use of (OIS CrossTowners
existing infrastructure to expand our rail network 9000600060000 0 Rapid Transit
without expensive Rapid Transit extensions.

Downtown

City

» Two Visions for Chicagoland Regional Rail

First published in 2023, the 2034sight Plan was the original proposal for CrossTowner service.
2034sight focuses on leveraging Amtrak's planned Chicago Hub Improvement Program (CHIP)

. JL
l| — m improvements to connect the Metra Electric and Metra Rock Island lines to Chicago Union Station, as
£ well as a new Ohio-Columbus Tunnel to connect the Metra Electric lines to the Metra Union Pacific
=), @ North, Metra Union Pacific Northwest, and Metra North Central Service lines via Grant Park,
O

Lakeshore East, Streeterville, and River North. A second tunnel under Clinton Street would also

Jgswacese oonnect the Mefra BNSF Railway line with the Metra Union Pacific North and Northwest lines, with
connections to both Ogilvie Transportation Center and Chicago Union Station.
* In 2025, an update was published to create the CRCL Plan, a new more budget-conscious iteration
that no longer requires use of the St. Charles Air Line (SCAL& bridge over the Chicago River and
|_\ creates only a single %rima iece of tunnel infrastructure, the Clinton-Roosevelt Connector Line
— (CRCL). Diagrams of both of these plans are available on the reverse of this brochure, and online at
Sswoesco  https:/fwww.yard-social.com/2034sight.
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